


Absolute Poverty



Relative Poverty
‘Poverty is not about shortage of money. It is about rights 
and relationships; about how people are treated and how 
they regard themselves; about powerlessness, exclusion 
and loss of dignity. Yet the lack of an adequate income is 
at its heart.’
Faith in the City(1984) 



Large numbers of our population, covering all age groups live in
Poverty. Using the Government definition:

• 4 million working age adults who are not parents (18% of all 
working age adults)

• 3.1 million working age parents (25% of all working age 
parents)

• 1.8 million pensioners (17% of all pensioners)

• 3.8 million children (30% of all children)

• Total 12.7 million people in the  UK (22% of the total  UK 
population).

National Statistics



10% of all full-time workers in Dorset earn under £245 per 
week

Local Facts

Over the last 7 
years, Dorset 
house prices 
increased by 
115% but 
wages only by 
22%

Average flat in 
Dorchester 
costs £160,000 
& in 
Weymouth 
£140,000

A continuing decline in rural services is shown by 48 
rural post office closures since 1991, 16 of those in 
the last 4 years, and 17 village store closures since 
2002



DPAG – The Church In Action
• A Registered charity set up by Churches Together in 

Dorchester in about 1989

• Researches information on poverty and communicates to the 
churches, campaigning publicly when appropriate

• Provides supermarket vouchers at Christmas time to those in 
need via local caring agencies 

• It has launched several projects to tackle specific problems 
related to poverty – the Credit Union, The Hub, Furniture 
Recycling– all now independent and successful

• Gives grants to help those in a financial crisis. In the last 
quarter, this has made 23 grants, ranging from £24 to £150

Please Give Generously!





� About 150 new cases taken on by Dorchester CAB over the 
last 6 months-currently running at about 2 per day

� Range in amount of debt client has is £100 to £600,000

� Range in ages of debt clients is 18 – 86 with an increasing 
number of older clients

� The four main reasons for indebtedness are:

� relationship breakdown

� using credit for basic living expenses 

� poor financial knowledge 

� loss of income (illness, death, job loss)

Local debt statistics



Homelessness
To most people, ‘the homeless’ are the people seen in town centres 
who sleep rough. Rough sleepers suffer from the most extreme form 
of homelessness. Homelessness and poor housing is a much wider 
problem 

In England in 2006–2007, 159,330 families applied to their 
local council for rehousing.:-

45% of those (73,360) families were accepted for rehousing by their 
local authority under the terms of the homelessness legislation



The Hub
A day time centre offering practical help to those who sleep rough 
in and around Dorchester. It has both an open access service for
up to 12 people a day, and an appointment service helping people
tackle their problems and work towards a more settled lifestyle



Aims of The Hub

� Provide a safe, non-judgemental friendly atmosphere for rough 
sleepers 

� Provide quality help and advice

� Enable rough sleepers to access services, 

� Support resettlement of rough sleepers

� Encourage new life skills



Between Dec 2002 to June 2005when the Hub moved into 
its own premises, there was an average of 6 rough sleepers 
using the Hub’s facilities on any one day 

Since moving into the new premises in June 2005, the 
numbers using the Hub drastically increased to 10 to 25 
people any one time

Since May 2007numbers are limited to 12 people a day

During 2007, 30 people have been found accommodation

People Using The Hub



Those who attend the Hub now fall into three ‘streams’: 

� Those who sleep rough and are prepared to work with the Hub 
staff towards changing their lifestyle and considering 
resettlement

� Those who are true wayfarers and have no wish to settle but 
are allowed to use the hub for up to 2 weeks 

� Those who have been housed  but are vulnerable, and 
continue to need support and specified help



Resettlement

Between June and December 2007, 31 Hub users have moved 
into accommodation. Of these

• 2 are in sheltered (elderly) flats
• 5 are in supported hostels (not locally)
• 12 are in private sector single room accommodation (10 in 

Weymouth & 2 in Dorchester)
• 3 are in private sector flats in Weymouth
• 9 are in Housing Association properties (not all locally)

Many of these people need on-going support from several 
agencies, including the Hub, to enable them to maintain 

their accommodation.



What Can I Do?

� Look for need amongst those people who are around 

� Listen to them and pray for them – and don’t judge them

� Give a donation to a recognised organisation 

� Join The Local Credit Union (Dorset First)

� Talk to those begging and buy them a coffee or a sandwich

� Buy the Big Issue from the local regular vendors 

� Consider being a volunteer at the Credit Union or the Hub

� Join the Friends of the Hub

� Pray for the individuals you come across who are in need



Volunteering at the Hub
• Volunteers enjoy the atmosphere at the Hub

• There is a supportive set-up to introduce 
newcomers gradually to the work

• Each volunteer fits into a team of 2 or 3 others

• The work is not just to cook a meal but 
to befriend and mentor hub users

• This support continues for those who 
move into accommodation



What can We do Together?
� Believe there is no need for rough sleepers 

� Press our MPs to vote for effective measures

� Campaign on issues related to poverty

� Accept that changes may mean we are made less comfortable

� Accept we may all have to pay yet more tax

� Include those who are different in what we do

� Stop making superficial judgements of others

� Raise money for those organisations who are helping

� Pray for the emergence of a caring society


